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R SOVERAIGN LORD Taking into His Confideration 5 
That by an A& paft inthis prefent Parliament, Intituled, 
AG for Encouraging of Forraign Trade 5 His Majefty for the 
Improvement thereof, did with Advice and Conient of the 
Eftates of Parliament, Statute and Declare, that Merchants 
sd (ie more or fewer may Contract and enter into fuch Societies 
and Companies,for carrying on of Trade.asto any Subject of Goods or Mer- 
chandife to whatfomever Kingdoms, Countries, or Parts ofthe World not be- 
ingin War with His Majefty, where Trade is in ufe to be, or may be follow- 
ed, and particularly befide the Kingdoms and Countries of Exrope, to the Eaft 
and Welt-Indies, the Streights, and to Trade in the Mediterranean, or upon 
the Coaft of Africa, or in the Northern Parts, or elfe- whereas above: Which 
Societies and Companies being Contracted and entered into, upon the terms, 
and in the ufual manner as fuch Companies are Set up, andin ufein other parts, 
confiftent always with the Laws of this Kingdom : His Majefty with Confent 
forefaid, did Allow and Approve, giving and granting to them, and each of 
them, all Powers, Rightsand Priviledges, as to theirPerfons, Rules and Or- 
ders that by the Laws are given to Companies allowed tobe Erected for Ma- 
nufactories; And His Majefty for their greater Encouragement, did premife 
to give to thefe Companies, and each of them, HisLetters patent under the 
Great Seal, confirming to them the whole forefaid Powers and Priviledges, 
with what otherEncouragement His Majefty fhouldjudge needful, asthe fore- 
faid AG of Parliament at more length bears. And His Majefty underftanding 
that feveral perfons, as well Forraignersas Natives of this Kingdom, are wil- 
ling to. engage themfelves with great Sums of Money in an American, African, 
and Indian Trade, to be exercifed in and from this Kingdom, if Inabled and 
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Hus Mayfly confidering that 
by an AGE. for incouraging for- 
vaign Trade, Merchants may 
enter into Societies of Trade to 
places not inWar withthe Kings 


Such Societies to have the pri 
viledges of Companies for Mae 
nufaéleries, and Letters Parent 
under the Great Seal, for their 
Inconragement Cy Confirmation, 


And underftanding that fee 
veral perjons as well Forraigne 
ers os Natives, with great fums 
of Money, would ingage in an 
Indian Trade, if enabled there= 
unto by needful Conceffions. 
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ConFitutes Lord Belhaven ,éc. 
with fuchas fhat joyn with ihem 
in 12 Moneths afterthe sft 
day of Auguft 1696, and all o~ 
thers by them,tobe afSumed tobe 
a Body Incorporat, with pevpe- 
tual Succeffion. 


One half at leaft,ofthe joynt 
Stock alloted to Scots-men in 
Scotland, who fhall Subjcribe 
before the uft of Auguft, 1656. 
or otherwife to Scots-Men. a= 
broad, or Forraizners. 


None to Subjeribe lefs than 
100 (1b. or more than 30001%b. 
Sterling : 

Company may have a Common 

Seal, and alter and renew the 
fame. 
_. May Plead,Sue,be Sued, Pure 
chafe,and pojles Lanasard other 
Eftates, and alienat the fame 
by.Fransfexs or Affignmentsy, in 
their Books , without other 
Formality. 


Stockh fubfcribed By Scots- 
men 7 Scotland, not tranf- 
ferable but to fuch. 

Transfers of Lands and Real 
Rights, when made of thefe on- 
ly, and appart, tobe complea- 
ted according to Laws of the 
Kingdom, 

The Company may-by Subfcrip- 
tion, or otherwife,raife ajoynt 
Stock, of fuch Sums. of Money, 
and fubjecf to Juch Rules us 
they fhall appoint , for pro= 
moting and furporting their 
Commerce, and whatever may 
advance the fame. 


4 
Incoutaged thereunto by the Conceflions, 
and uftal in {uch Cafes. Therefore, 


ae Powers sree dees needful 
hi . Ore, and m purtuence of the forefaid Ad. 

Parliament, His Majefty with Advice and Content of the faids fie pes 
lament 5 -Doth hereby make and conttitute Foin Lord Belhaven, Adam CE 


bur2of Ormistoun, Lord Juftice Clerk, Mr. Francis Monicome: i 

Fobn Maxmel of Pollack, Sir Robert Chiefly prefent Provanker heme a 
Swinton of that lk, George Clerk late Baillie of Edinburgh, My. Roa BY oe 
wood, and James Balfour Merchants in Edinburgh, and John Corfs Mente 
in Glafgow, ‘Villian Paterfon, James Fouls, David Nairn Th ps 
Deans Eiquires, Fames Chiefly, Fames Smith, Thomas Couts, Hy hb Pn 
2M 5 Fofeph Cohen dD’ Azevedo, and Walter Stuart Merchantsin hie ae 
fuch others as fhall joyn with them within the {pace of twelve Months aft 

the firfeday of August next, and all others, whom the forelaid perfons 4 
thele joyned with them, «major part of them being afiembled, fhall admit fad 
joyninto their Joynt-Stock and Trade, who fhall all be Repute, asif Fete 

originally infert to be one Body Incorporate, and a free Incorporation “th 
perpetual Succeflion, by the Name of Te COMPANY of SCOTLAND Trad | 
ing to Aftrica and the Indies : Providing alyays, Likeas, It is herebyegh 
the firft place provided, that ofthe Fond or Capital Stock that fhall be a Z “d 

to, beAdvanced and Imployed by the forefaid Undertakers and their Co ee 


ners3 The Halfat leaft fhall be Appointed and Allotted for S, ts M rae 
this Kingdom, who {hall Enter and Subfcribeto the {aid Conipaing pee 


firft day of Augus#, One Thoufand Six Hundred and Ninety ¢j : 

ifit fhall happen, that Scors Men living within this Kington ta n : i 
twixt and the forefaid Term, fub{cribe for, and make up the equal Half of He 
faid Fond or Capital Stock; Then and in that ca allannerly, it fhall be i q 
is hereby allowed to Scots Men refiding Abroad, or toF orraigners to cone 
Subicribe, and to be.aflumed forthe Superplusof the {aid Half and no cee 
ways: © Likeas, the Quota of every Mans part of the faid Stock whereu ae 
he fhall be capable to enter into the faid Company, whether hebe Native or rae | 
raigner, fhall be forthe leaft one Hundred Lb. Sterl, And forthe High ae 
Greateft three Thoufand fio. Sterl. and nomore directly nor indire&] e a ; 
forts With Power to the faid Company to have a common Seal and ee Alt 4 
and Renew the {ameat their pleafure, with Advice always of the Lyon Kin 4 
Arms; As allo to Plead and Sue, and be Sued and to purchafe, Accuire Dot 
fels, and’ Enjoy Lordfhips, Lands, Tenements, or other Eftate Real ae pea 
fonal, of whatfoever Nature or Quality, andto difpofe upon and alienate the 
fame, ot any part thereof at their pleaiure, andthat by Transfers and Aff fe 
merit, made and entered in their Eooksand Records, without any other For: 
mality of Law 5. Providing always, that fach Shares asare firft fub{cribed for 
by Scots Men within this Kingdom, {hall not be allowable to any other lai 
Scots Men living within this Kingdom; That the forefaid Transfers and Con 
voyances as to Lands and-other real Eftate ( when made of tkefe only and fg 
part _) be perfected according to the Lawsof this Kingdom anent the Convoy- 
ance of Landsand Real-Rights, With Power likeways tothe forefaid C f 
ny, bySub{criptions or otherways, as they fhall think fitto raife a 
Stock or Capital Ford of fuch a Sum or Sums of Money, 
ject unto fuch Rules, Conditions and Qualifications, 


ompa- 
Joynt- 
and under, ard {ub- 
as by the forefaid Com- 


- pany, or major part of them when aflembled fhall be Limited and Appointed 


tobegin, carry on and fupport their intended Trade of Navigation, and what- 


a 


SONS 


kd ever may contribute to the Advancement thereof... Ad it is hereby Declared } 
Za The joynt Steck, or other that the faid Joynt-Stock or Capital Fond, or any part thereof, or any Eftate 
3 | fies TS Si eg . Real or Perfonal, Ships, Goods, or other Effects of and belonging to the {aid 
so Reflraint , by reafin of breach Company, fhall notbelyableto any. manner of Confifcation, Seifure, For . 
g | aoe f Wer, faulture, Attachment, Arreft or Reftraint, for and by Reafon of any Bebe? | 
RAC : _. go, breach of Peace, Letters of Mark or Reprifal, Declaration of War with q= 


RT 


ok 


ny Forraign Prince,’ Potentate or State, 
whatfoever 5 But fhall only be Transferrable, A flignable, 
wayand manner, andin duch Parts and Portions, 


or upon any other account or pretence 

or Alienable in fuch 

and underfuch Refirition, ‘ 
+ _ Rules a 
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Rulesand Conditions, as the faid Company fhall by Writing in, and upon 
their Books, Records and Regifters direct and appoint, and thefe Transfers 
and Affignments only, and noother fhall convoy the Right and Property, in 
and to the faid Joynt-Stock, and Capital Fond and Effects thereof above-men= 
tioned, orany partof the famen, excepting always as is above-excepted, And 
that the Creditorsof any particular Member of the Company may by their real 
Diligence affect the fhare of the Profit falling and pertaining to the Debitor, 
without having any further Right or Power of the Debitors Part and Intereft in 
the Stock or Capital Fond, otherways than is above-appointed,And with this 
exprels Provifion, that whatever Charges the Company may be put to by the 
contending of any of their Members deceafed, or of their Affigney, Creditors, 
_ orany other perfons in their Rights: ©The Company {hall have Retention of 
their Chargesand Expentesin the firft place, And the Books, Records and Re- 
gifters of the faidCompany, or Authentick AbftraGs, or Extracts out of the 
fame, are hereby Declared to be good and fufficient for Evidentsin all Courtsof 
Judicator,and elfe where, And. His Majefty with Advice forefaid, farder Sta- 
tuts and Declares, that the faid John Lord Belhaven, Adam Cockburn of Ormi- 
ffoun, Lord Juftice Clerk, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffer, Sit Fohn Max- 
welof Pollock, Sir Robert Cheifly prefent Provott of Edinburgh, fobn Swin- 
toun of that Ik, George Clerk late Baillie of Edixburgh, Mr. Robert Black-wood, 
and Fames Balfour Merchants in Edinburgh, and Fobx Cor/s Merchant in Glaf- 
gow, William Paterfon, Fames Foulis, David Nairn , Thomas Deans 
Efquires, Fames Cheifly, James Smith, Thomas €outs, ugh Frazer, Fo- 
Jeph Cohen, D’ Azevedo, and Walter Stuart Merchants in London, and o- 
thersto be joyned with, oraffumedby them in manner above-mentioned, and 
their Succeflors, or major part of them aflembled in thefaid C ompany, fhalland 
may in all time-coming by the Plurality of Votes, Agree, Make, Conttituteand 
Ordain allfuch otber Rules, Ordinances and Conttitutions, as may be needful 
for the better Government and Improvement of their Joynt-Stock, or Capital 
Fond in all Matters and Things relating thereunto: ‘To which Rules, Ordi- 
nances, and Conttitutions, all perfons belonging to the {aid Company, aswell 
‘Directors as Members thereof, Governours, or other Officers Civil or Military, 
or others whatfoever,thall be fubject,& hereby concluded: Asalfo to Adminiftrat 
and take Oaths de fideli, and others requifite tothe Management of the forelaid 
Stock andCompany. And the {aid Company is hereby impowered to Equipp, 
Fit, fet Out, Fraught, and Navigat their own, or hired Ships, in fuch manner 
as they {hall think fit, and that for the{pace often years from the date hereof, 
notwith{tanding of the Act of Parliament one thoufland fj 


x hundred and fixty 
one Years, Intituled, Act for Excouraging Shipping and N avigation, where- 
with His Majefty with Confent forefaid difpenfes for the faid time allanerly, 


in favours of the faid Company, and that from any ofthe Ports or Places of 
this Kingdom, ( or, from any other parts or places in Amity, or not in Hofti- 
lity with His Majefty in Warlikeor other manner, to any Lands, Iflands,Coun- 
treys, or Placesin Aff, Africa, or America, And there to Plant Collonies,build 
Cities, Towns or Forts in or upon the places not Inhabited, or in or upon any 
other place, by confent ofthe Natives and Inhabitants thereof, and not poffeft 
by any European Soveraign, . Potentate, Prince, or State, And to provide and 
furnifh the forefaid Places, Cities, Towns, or Forts with Magazins, Ordnan- 
ces, Arms, Weapons, Amunition, and ftores of War, andby forceof Arms 
to defend their Trade and Navagation, Collonies, Cities, Towns, Forts, and 
Plantations, and other their effets whatfoever 5 as alfoto make Reprifals, and 
to feekand take Reparation of Damnage done by Sea, orby Land, and to 
make and conclude Treaties of Peace, and Commerce with the Soveraigns, 
Princes, Eftates, Rulers, Governours, or Proprietors of the forefaid Lands, 
Iflands, Countreys, or places in Afia, Africa, or America. Providing almays, 
Likcas, Itis hereby {pecially provided, that all Ships imployed by them hall 
return to this Kingdom with their Effects, under the pain of Confifcation, Fer- 
faulture and Seizure of the Ship and Goods, in cafe of breaking of Pulk before 
their Return, excepting the cafe of Neceffity, for Preferving the Ship, Compa- 
é B 
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But only tranf-ferable in the 
CompantesBooks as the; fhall di- 
rech, 


Share of Profitsin the Stock 
lyable ta Debts, without further 
Righte 


In matters of debate,the Com- 
pany to have retention of Char- 
gesin the firft place. 

Books and Records of the 
Company, or Extracts thereof, 
Jufficient for evidences 


Lord Belhaven ¢s'c and 
thers to be joyned with them, 
ike.r SuecefSors,or major part of 
them affembled,may make and 
ordain needful Rules and Ordi- 
nances,to which all perfons of,or 
belonging to the Company, {hall 
be fubject. 


May admini-fler and take 
Oaths de fideli,and. others re- 
quifite. 


The Company may Equip , 
Fraught(yNavigat their own,or 
hired Ships.from any Port orplace, 
not in hoftility witk the King, 
in Warlike, or other manner, to 
Afia,A ffrica,or America. 


May Plant (9 Build upon pla- 
ces not inhabited, or upon o- 
thers, with confent of fuch Pof- 
Seffors as are not European. 

Zhe Company may fortifie and 
furnifh the places of their pof= 
Seffion with Stores of War, 
and defend their Trade and F of- 
Seffions , make Reprifals, and 
take fatisfattion of danimage 
by Sea or Land,may makeTrea- 
ties of Peace ¢¥ Commerce in 
Afia,Affrica,er Americas 


Ships of the Company to ree 
tarn to this Kingdom withe 
out breaking of Bulk, except im 
cafe of neceffity. 
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None of the Leidzest) Trade 
or Navigat to Afiayor Africa 
anan time hereafter, or to A- 
merice, 71 3t years, witht 
permiffin from the Company. 


Tne Compan: may feizein A= 
fia or Attrica. by Land or Sea, 
but may nov veflrain any of the 
Leidges fran Trading to fuch 
places of America as are not 
pofleft by them. 


The Company only relieving of 
his Majefly and Succeffirs, for 
the only acknowledgment of their 
Allegiance, and a Hogshead of 
Tobacco y2arly, if required, to 
have free and abjalute Right 
tothe Profits, Government, (9 
pee of all their Poff2/- 

10S. 


May grant [uch Ionmunities, 
and permit fuch fort ef trade to 
their Countveys and places, as 
they fee meet. 


“Aad mayexatt customs. and 
other Duties from themfelves 
and others Trading thereto. 


The Premifes held of his Mae 
jefty and Succefjrs, Kings of 
Scotland, for the acknowledg- 
ment of Allegiance, with a 
Hogfhead of Tobacco yearly. 


The Campany may treat for, CF 
“procure Rights and Priviledges 
from any Prince at Peace with 
the King, the which the gene- 
ral Treaties of his Majefty fhal 
fecure and warrand, and if 
contrary thereto, the Company 
be dammnified ; his Majefty will 
procute jattsfaction at the pub- 
lick charge. 


~The Ships and other effets of 
_this Company free of all Re- 
firaints, Probibittons, and. lm- 
pofittons, except the Duty of To 


bacco & Sugar not ofthe growth | 
of their Plantstims fo 2% op» Prohibitions, and ofall Cultoms, 
yearse 


C6) 
ny and Loadning allanerly. And His Majelty with Confent forefaid, doth’ 
farder Statute and Ordain, that none or the Liedges of this Kingdom fhali or 
may Tradeor Navigat to any Lands, Mlands, Countreysor places iA fiz, of 
Affrica, in any time hereafter, or in America, for, and during the {pace Ms 
thirty one Years, to be counted from the pafling of this prefent Ad, withont Li- 
cence and Permifflion in writing from the faid Company: Certifying all {uch 
as {hall do in the contrair hereof, that they fhall Forfault and Aimit the third 
part of the Ship or Ships, and of the Cargo or Cargocs therein imployed, or the 
valuethereof, the one halfto His Majefty as Efcheat, and the other ‘Half to the 
infe and benefit of the fad Company’: For the” effectual execution wheres 
of, itfhall be lawful tothe faid Company, or any imployed’ by them, to 
feize the {aids Ships and Goods in any place of Afra, or Africa, “or at Sea 
upon the Coalts of Affa or Africa, ‘upon the tran{greffion forelaid, by force 
of Arms, and at theirown hand, and that without the hazard of incurring 
any Crime or Delinquencie whatfomever onaccount ofthe faid Seizure, or any 
thing neceffarly done in profecution thereof, Excepting always, and without 
prejudice to any of the Subjetts of this Kingdom to Trade and Navigat, Du- 
ring the faid fprce toany part of America, where the Collonies, Plantations, 
or Poffeflions of the faid Company fhall notbefettled: And it is further here- 
by enatted, that the faid Company fhall havethe free and abfolute Right and 
Property, only relievingand. holding of his Majefty, and his Succeflors in So- 
veraignity, for the only Acknowledgment of their Allegiance, and paying 
yearly a Hogfhead of Tobacco, in name of Blench-duty, if required allaner- 
ly, in, and to all {uch Lands, Iflands, Collonies, Cities, ‘Towns, :Forts, and 
Plantations that they fhall come to Fftablith or Poffefs in manner forefaid; As 
alfo to all mariner of Treafures, Wealth, Riches, Profits, Mines, Minerals, 
Fifhings, with the whole product and’ benefit thereof, ' as well under as above 
the Ground, and as wellin Rivers and Seas, as inthe Lands thereto belong- 
ing, orfromor byreafon of the fame inany fort, ‘together with theRighe 
of Government, and Admirality thereof And that the faid Company may by 
vertue hereof, grant anddelegat fuch Rights Properties, - Powers, ‘and Immu- 
nities, and permit and allow fuch fort of Trade Commerce and Navigation 
into their Plantations, Collonies, Cities, “Towns, or Places of their Poffeffi- 
on, asthe id’ Company from time totimethall judge fic and convenient. 
WithPower to them to impofe and exa&{ach Cuftoms, and other Duties u- 
pon and from themfelves, and others Trading with, and coming tothefaid 
Plantations, Cities, Towns, placesand ports, and Harbours thereof, as the 
Company thall think needful for the maintainance and other publick ules of the 
fame, ' Holding always, andto hold the whole Premifles of His Majefty, and 
His Succeffors Kings of Scotland, as Soveraignsthereof, and paying only for 
the fame ther Acknowledgment and Allegiance with a Hogfhead of Tobacco 
yearly, ‘in name of Blench-duty if required, forall other Duty, Service, Claim 
or demand whatfomever. With power and Liberty to the faid Company toTreat 
for, and to procure and purchafe fuch Rights, Liberties, “Priviledges Exemp- 
tions and other grants as may be convenient for fupporting, promoting and 
enlarging their Trade and Navagation fromany forraign Potentate or Prince 
whatfoever, in amity with His Majefty; for..which the general Treaties of 
Peaceand Commerce betwixt His Majefty ahdfuch Potentates, Princes, or 
States hall ferve for fufficient fecurity, Watrand and Authoritvs and if contrair 
to'the faids Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Exemptions, Grants, or Agree- 
ments any of the Ships, Goods, Merchandife, perlons or other effects what- 
foever; belonging to the faid Company, hal be ftopt, detained, embazled, 
or away taken, or in any fort prejudged or damnified, His Majefty promiles 
tointerpole his Authority to have reftitution, reparation and fatisfaction made 
for the Damnage done, and that upon the publick Charge, which His Maje- 
fty that caufe depurfe, and lay out for that effect. And farderit is heteby 


Statute, that all Ships, Veffels, Merchandife, Goods and other Effects what- 
foever belonging to the faid Company, 


thall be free of all manner of Reftraints, 


Taxes, Cefles, Supplies, or other Duties 
5 Im- 


Serie oe ee te i y 


Po 


ery 
Impofed, or to be Impofed by A& of Parliament, or otherwife, for, and du- 
ring the {fpaceof twenty one years,excepting alwayes the whole Duties of To- 
baccoand Sugar, thatare not of the Growth of the Flantations of the faid 
Company. Andfarder itis Enacted, that thefaid Company by Commiffi- 
on under their common Seal, or otherwifeas they fhall appoint, may make 
conftitute all and every their Directors , Governours, . and Commanders 
in Chief, and other Officers Civil or Military by Sea, orby Land s aslikewife 
that the faid Company may Inlift, Inroll, Agree and Retain all fuch 
perions Subjects of this Kingdom, or others whatfoever, asfhallbe willing and 
confent to enter in theirServiceor Pay, providing alwaysthat they Uplift or 
Levy none within thisKingdom tobe Soldiers, without Leave’ or Warrand 
firft obtained from his Majefty, or the Lords of his Privy Council, over 
which Dire&tors, Governours, Commandersin Chief, or other Officers Civil 
or Military, and others whatfoever in their Serviceand Pay, the Company 
fhal have the Power, Command and Difpofition both by Sea and Land. And 
itis farder Statute, Thatno Officer Civilor Military, or other perfon whatfoe- 
ver within this Kingdom, fhallImprefs, Entertain, Stop or Detainany of the 
Members, Officers, Servants, or others whatfoever, of, or belonging to the 
‘faidCompany; And incafethe faid Company, their Officers or Agents, fhall 
find or underftand any of their Members Officers, Servants, or others afore- 
faid, to be Impreffed, Stopped or Detained, they are hereby Authorized and 
Allowed totake hold of, and Releafe the forefaid perfon Impreffed or Stopped 
in any part of this Kingdom either by Land or Water; and all Magiftrats and 
others, His Majefties Officers Civil and Military, and all othersare hereby re- 
quired intheir refpective Stations, to be Aiding and Aflifting to the faid 
Company under the pain of being lyable to all the Lofs, Dammage, and Detri- 
ment of the faid Company, by reafon of the forefaid perfons their neglect. And 
farder that the faid Company, whole Members, Officers, Servants, or others 
belonging thereto, fhall be free, both intheir Perfons, Eftates, and Goods Im- 
ployed in the faid Stock and Trade from all manner of Taxes, Cefles, Supplies, 
Excifes, Quarteringof Soldiers Tranfientor Local, or Levying of Soldiers, 
or other Impofitions whatfoever, and that for and during the fpace oftwen- 
ty one years. And laftly, All Perions Concerned or to be Concerned in 
this Company, are hereby Declared to be free Denizonsof this Kingdom, 
and that they with all that fhall Settle to Inhabit, or be Born in any of the 
forefaid Plantations, Collonies, Cities, Towns, FaCories, and other Places 
that fhal be Purchaft and Pofieft by the {aid Company, {hall be Repute as Na- 
tives of thisKingdom, and have the Priviledges thereof. And generally with- 
out Prejudice of the Specialities forefaid, His Majefty with Confent forefaid, 
Givesand Grants to thefaid Company, all Power, Rights and Priviledges, as 
to their Perfons, Rules, Orders, Eftates Goods andEftects whatfoever, that by 
the Laws are given to Companies Allowed to be Erected for Manufactories, or 
that are ufually given inany other Civil Kingdom, or Common-Wealth,to any 
Company there Ereted for Trade and Commerce. And for the better Fftablith- 
ment and greater Solemnity of this A&t and Gift in Favours of the faid Com- 
pany; His Majefty doth farder Ordain, Letters Patent to be expede hereu- 
pon, containing the whole Premifles under the Great Seal of this Kingdom, for 
doing whereof Per Salim, Thir Frefents fhall be fufficient Warrand both 
re the Director and Chancellor, or Keeper of the Great Seal, as ufe is in like 
afes. 
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any fuch by Sea or by Land. 
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of this Kingdom. 
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